
“[An] exciting and violent quest with mostly female leads and fascinating mythology... 
VERDICT This companion novel elevates the captivating stories of mermaid Ersel and 
warrior-captain Ragna introduced in Seafarer’s Kiss. Fans of mythology adventures will 
embrace this high-action, emotional, and gory tale.”—School Library Journal

“In this haunting novel set in a world inspired by Norse mythology, Ember 
refreshingly places a number of queer and gender nonbinary characters at the 
forefront, all rendered with nuanced care.”—Kirkus Reviews

SUMMARY

After invaders destroyed her village, murdered her family, and took her prisoner, 
shield-maiden Ragna is hungry for revenge. A trained warrior, she is ready to � ght 
for her home, but with only a mermaid and a crew of disloyal mercenaries to aid 
her, Ragna knows she needs new allies. Guided by the magical maps on her skin, 
battling storms and mutiny, Ragna sets sail across the Northern Sea.

She petitions the Jarl in Skjordal for aid, but despite Ragna’s rank and � ghting 
ability, the Jarl sees only a young girl, too inexperienced to lead, unworthy of 
help. To prove herself to the Jarl and win her crew’s respect, Ragna undertakes a 
dangerous expedition. But when forced to decide between her own freedom and 
the fate of her crew, what will she sacri� ce to save what’s left of her home?

Inspired by Norse mythology and J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan, this companion novel to 
The Seafarer’s Kiss is a tale of vengeance, valor, honor, and redemption.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Born in Chicago, Julia Ember now lives in Edinburgh, Scotland with her partner 
and their city-based menagerie of pets. A world-traveller since childhood, Julia 
has visited almost seventy countries. Her travels inspire her writing, though she 
populates her worlds with magic and monsters. The Navigator’s Touch was heavily 
in� uenced by Julia’s postgraduate work in medieval literature at the University of 
St. Andrews.
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